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Hebrews Chapter 11 Questions 

Again I think it would be a good idea to go back and skim or read through chapter 10 to get the context 
of chapter 11 in your minds. Because Jesus’ once-for-all sacrifice of himself brings God’s full forgiveness, 
we can draw near to God, persevere, and encourage others to persevere with the hope of eternal life as 
our reward. To fail to persevere—particularly in suffering—marks a lack of faith. The author is confident 
of his audience’s persevering faith, and this is where chapter 11 begins.  

1. Define faith.  
 

2. According to what we’ve already read in Hebrews, what do you think the “things hoped for” 
are? 
 

3. What did the people of old do by faith? 
 

4. What do we understand by faith? 
 

{Each of these OT examples will practically show how these men and women showed their faith in 
God, their assurance of their hope in God and his promises. Hopefully these stories of faith are 
encouraging to you. We often call these men and women “Heroes of the Faith,” but if you are 
familiar with these stories, you will remember many of their faults, failures, and even acts of 
faithlessness. Yet, their placement here in the “Hall of Faith” shows that persevering faith in a 
faithful God—despite many failures and sins along the way—marks them as people whom God is not 
ashamed to be called their God.} 
 
5. How did Abel show his faith in God? 

 
a. How was Abel commended?  

 
b. How did God show his commendation? 

 
c. How does Abel “still speak”? 

 
6. How did Enoch show his faith? 

 
a. How was Enoch commended?  

 
b. How did God show his commendation? 

 
7. What truths about faith are given in v6? 

 
a. What is impossible? 
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b. The conditions for pleasing God and drawing near to God are the same. One condition 
uses the term “faith” and the other condition uses the definition of faith. What must 
one who draws near to God believe? 
 

8. How did Noah show his faith? 
 

a. What was Noah warned of by God? 
 

b. How did Noah build the ark? For what purpose? 
 

c. In building the ark what did he do? 
 

9. How did Abraham show his faith? 
 

a. How did Abraham live as he journeyed to the promised land? 
 

b. How are Isaac and Jacob described? 
 

c. What motivated Abraham as he lived in tents as a foreigner? 
 

10. How did Sarah show her faith? 
 

a. What did she receive? When? 
 

b. Her faith was shown in her consideration of God as what? 
 

c. Because Sarah had faith, what came from Abraham (though he was how old?)? 
 

11. Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Sarah all died how? 
 

a. They died not having what? (How does this mesh with 6:15??) 
 

b. But they died having what? 
 

c. Acc. to v14, people who speak how make it clear that they are doing what? 
 

d. If they had wanted to—if their mind had been set on it— what could they have done? 
 

e. Instead, what did they desire? 
 

f. Notice all the verbs that are used that describe the way in which they evidenced their 
faith and their focus while on earth.  
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g. In response to their faith, what is God’s response? (contrast with 10:38) 
 

12. How did Abraham continue to show his faith? 
 

a. How is Abraham described? 
 

b. Why was Abraham’s offering Isaac such an extreme act of faith? 
 

c. What did Abraham “consider” that God would/could do? 
 

13. What did Isaac do by faith? 
 

14. What did Jacob do by faith? 
 

15. What did Joseph do by faith? 
 

16. What did Moses’ parents do by faith? Why? 
 

17. How did Moses show his faith? 
 

a. What did he refuse? 
 

b. What did he choose? 
 

c. What did he consider? 
 

d. What was he looking to? 
 

e. What motivated his departure from Egypt despite the anger of the king? 
 

f. How did he show his faith in v28? 
 

18. How did Israel show their faith at the outset of their journey to the promised land (v29)? (and 
what happened to the Egyptians?) 
 

19. How did Israel show their faith at the end of their journey to the promised land (v30)? 
 

20. Here we have the first description of the faith of a (post-Abraham) non-Israelite.  
 

a. How is Rahab described?  
 

b. How did she show her faith?  



Keeponswimmingblog.wordpress.com  Hebrews 11 Questions Page 4 
 

 
c. What happened to her? 

 
21. Who else did the author not have time to tell of their acts of faith? 

 
a. The author lists general things done by these and more which evidence their faith. List 

these out. 
 

b. When some were tortured and refused to accept release, what was their motivation 
(v35)? 
 

c. The author continues to describe the awful mistreatment of these faithful people. How 
does he describe them in v38? 

 
22. Despite their commendation through their faith (cf. vv 4-5), what did all these not receive? 

Why? 
 

23. What was promised to them? 
 

24. What is the something better that God provided for us? 
 

25. What does it mean that “apart from us they should not be made perfect”? 

  

  


